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The course seeks to prepare students to understand and discuss the “challenges” of favelas/slums
in Brazil and around the world. We will analyze influential narratives on the development of
favelas/slums over the 20th century. These narratives are significant not only for their unique
substantive views on current problems, but also for their different methods of analysis. Through
the narratives, we will discuss some of the most pressing social, legal and political problems of
cities in Brazil and other peripheral countries.
OBJETIVOS GERAIS
The general objectives are to familiarize the students with grand narratives about favelas/slums
around the world, to connect these theoretical frameworks to concrete contemporary problems
related to Rio’s favelas, and to stimulate student creativity aimed at developing new solutions to
these problems.
OBJETIVOS ESPECÍFICOS
The specific objectives include discussing the role of law and legal institutions in the
marginalization and development of the favelas, attacking problems such as access to property
and housing, and the protection of life and liberty in the context of urban criminality, and building
the basis for a new narrative centered on the potentials of favela communities as social, political,
and economic protagonists of Brazilian society.
BIBLIOGRAFIA OBRIGATÓRIA
DIKEN, Bulent. City of God.
FISCHER, Brodwyn. A Poverty of Rights: Citizenship and Inequality in Twentieth-Century Rio de
Janeiro.
HOLSTON, James. Insurgent Citizenship: Disjunctions of Democracy and Modernity in Brazil.
SANTOS, Boaventura de Souza. The Law of the Oppressed: The Construction and Reproduction of
Legality in Pasargada.
** Books will be edited so readings do not exceed 30 pages per week.
BIBLIOGRAFIA COMPLEMENTAR
AGAMBEN, Giorgio. Homo Sacer I.
DE GIORGI, Raffaelle. Direito, Tempo e Memória.
ENGELS, Friedrich. The Housing Question.
JUNQUEIRA, Eliane. A volta do parafuso.
MARX, Karl. The Capital. Volume I, Part VIII.
NEVES, Marcelo. Do pluralismo jurídico à miscelânea social.
SOUZA, Jessé de. A ralé brasileira.
SOUZA, Jessé. Os batalhadores.
VALLADARES, Licia do Prado. A invenção da favela.
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